Wiltshire Council

AGENDA SUPPLEMENT (1)

Meeting: Trowbridge Area Board

Place: Council Chamber - County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, BA14 8JN
Date: Thursday 5 March 2020

Time: 7.00 pm

The Agenda for the above meeting was published on 26 February 2020. Additional
documents are now available and are attached to this Agenda Supplement.

Please direct any enquiries on this Agenda to Kieran Elliott, of Democratic Services,
County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, direct line 01225 718504 or email
kieran.elliott@wiltshire.gov.uk

Press enquiries to Communications on direct lines (01225)713114/713115.

This Agenda and all the documents referred to within it are available on the Council’s
website at www.wiltshire.gov.uk

4 Chairman's Announcements (Pages 3 - 4)

Details of the next stage of the Community Governance Review

6 Economic Development Update (Including East Wing) (Pages 5 - 6)

An update from Economic Development is attached.

DATE OF PUBLICATION: 2 March 2020
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This page is intentionally left blank



Agenda Item 4

Chairman’s Announcements

Subject: Community Governance Review - Consultation

Web

contact: CGR@wiltshire.gov.uk

As detailed in Briefing Notes 19-032 and 20-01 circulated to Wiltshire
Councillors and Town and Parish Councils, Wiltshire Council is currently
undertaking a Community Governance Review. This is a process where the
governance arrangements or boundaries of a parish may be altered by
Wiltshire Council. This requires a vote by Full Council, with the process
overseen and recommendations made by the Electoral Review Committee.

Following a pre-consultation survey in January and February 2020 regarding
proposals for governance and boundary changes received by the council, the
Committee will be preparing draft recommendation on changes it believes
should be made, if any.

It will then undertake a public consultation on those draft recommendations
from around late-April to the end of May — a briefing note and press
releases will be circulated late to confirm dates.

Any interested person or party may respond to the consultation, which will be
available on the council’s website at http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/council-
democracy-cgr . Hard copies will also be made available.

The areas under review, and so potentially to receive recommendations for
changes to their arrangement, are as follows:

Calne Without, Chippenham, Chippenham Without, Yatton Keynell, Langley
Burrell Without, Lacock, Kington St Michael, Melksham, Melksham Without,
Trowbridge, Hilperton, Southwick, North Bradley, West Ashton, Salisbury,

Netherhampton, Pewsey, Seend, Wilcot, Manningford, Woodborough, Huish

Anyone who lives in an area which is recommended to be transferred from
one parish to another, or where a merger is recommended, will be written to
directly.

Public meeting dates have been arranged as follows to discuss the following
recommendations:

Trowbridge and surrounding parishes
Council Chamber, County Hall, Trowbridge — 6 May 2020 1900-2100
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Agenda Iltem 6

Trowbridge Area Board Update March 2020 — Masterplan and Future High Streets Fund

1. Introduction

The Future High Streets Fund (FHSF) is part of a wider suite of government investment measures to
address the changing nature of the High Street. With the advent of online and out of town shopping,
there is the realisation that High Streets are changing fundamentally in nature and that many areas
require funding to optimise that transformation. The FHSF is an opportunity to gain funding for
catalytic projects which provide necessary impetus to the delivery of an overall town vision.

Following the submission of an Expression of Interest (EOI) in 2019, Wiltshire Council was awarded
£150,000 to develop the business case for Trowbridge with guidance for investment requiring a
focus on:

e Investment in physical infrastructure

e Acquisition and assembly of land including to support new housing, workspaces and public realm
e Improvements to transport access, traffic flow and circulation in the area

e Supporting change of use including (where appropriate) housing delivery and densification

e Supporting adaptation of the high street in response to changing technology

Subsequently, Inner Circle have been appointed as consultants and are refreshing the 2014
Masterplan as a basis for identifying suitable projects. They have been engaging with key
stakeholders, analysing opportunities and developing a package that could qualify for FHSF funding.
The fund, administered by Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG), is a
competitive process across the country and applicants are bound by specific deliverable outcomes
and the timescale for delivery.

2. FHSF Criteria
Schemes must:

e Demonstrate market failure - There must be a clear and unequivocal case for intervention and
investment, e.g. The market will not bring this project

e Deliver investment - The intervention will have a long-term impact that is transformational and
measurable, and will allow the high street to be more resilient and future-proofed.

e Meet the spending timetable — money will be fully spent by March 2024.

e Demonstrates co-funding for the scheme — business case provides evidence that co-funding and
resources are committed (only subject to outcome of bid)

In addition, the advice from MHCLG is to develop a package in keeping with the capital investment
rules of the FHSF:

e Have a maximum capital investment of £25 million with expectation that most will receive £5 -
£10million.

e The FHSF funding element of projects are completed no later than 31 March 2024, although
third party funding can be profiled to be spent after this.

¢ Have no more than 5% of funding is to be directed towards superficial changes to the high street
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3. Potential projects in Trowbridge

The Trowbridge business case will be closely based on the 2019 Expression of Interest which
identified a range of opportunities that could help transform the town centre.

Although FHSF projects proposals are still in development, they will align with the main aspects of
the town's masterplan in order to increase footfall and vibrancy in the town centre. These will
include interventions to:

e Improve connections and legibility in the town centre core
e Highway and wayfinding improvements

e Create space for a vibrant economy

e Deliver public space with purpose

There will be ongoing engagement with stakeholders and wider public consultation, likely to take
place in May 2020.

4. Timeline

e Draft Business Case- March 15" 2020
e  Full Business Case — June 30%2020

e Decisions — Autumn 2020
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